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Year 
group/Term 

Aut 1 Aut 2 Spr 1 Spr 2 Sum 1 Sum 2 

Nursery Using senses to 
describe natural 
materials 

Explore materials with 
similar/different 
properties  

Observations 
about the natural 
environment  

Understand the key 
features of animals  

Plant seeds and 
care for growing 
plants 
 

Respecting and 
caring for the 
natural 
environment 
and all living 
things  

Reception  Naming Parts of the 
body 
 
Know that some 

physical features 

make humans 

different  

 

say what features of 

themselves make 

them different to 

their peers. 

Know that each season 

presents different 

features 

Know that some trees 

lose their leaves and 

some keep them all year 

round 

Describe the weather 

and temperature 

differences between 

seasons. 

Talk about the 
differences 
between materials 
and changes they 
notice  

Explore and talk about 
different forces they can 
feel 
 
Understand the key 
features of the life cycle of 
an animal (frog) 

Plant seeds and 
care for growing 
plants  
 
Understand the 
key features of the 
life cycle of an 
animal (butterfly) 
 
 

Naming Parts of 
the body 
 
Creatures that 
hibernate e.g. 
bears, 
hedgehogs  

Year 1 Naming and Grouping 
animals  

Seasonal Change 
Autumn and Winter  

Human Body parts  Everyday Materials  Seasonal Change: 
Spring and 
Summer  

Plants and their 
Parts  

Year 2 Everyday Materials  Healthy Me  New Life  Living Things and Where 
they Live  

Growing Plants  Food Chains  
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Year 3 Rocks and Soils  Skeleton and Muscles  Forces including 
Magnets  

Light and Shadows  What plants do 
and need  

Healthy Eating  

Year 4 Digestive System  Living things and the 
environment 

Food Chains States of Matter  Sound  Electricity  

Year 5 Plant Reproduction Animal Reproduction Human 
Development 

Forces, Magnets and 
Machines 

Properties and 
separating 
materials  

Earth, Sun and 
Moon 

Year 6 Circuits Circulatory System 
Circuits 

Healthy Living Grouping and Classifying 
(microorganisms) 

Evolution and 
Inheritance 

Light 


