
 

 

Policy for Home Learning 
 

 

 

 

At Kingsway Primary School, we recognise that research indicates the impact of home learning 
on primary-aged children is limited unless it is meaningfully integrated into the learning 
process. Evidence from the Education Endowment Foundation highlights that, to be effective, 
home must form an integral part of a child’s learning rather than being treated as an “add-
on.” 

Work sent home is therefore intended to support and reinforce classroom learning, with 
parents and carers encouraged to engage with and support their children in completing these 
activities. All work will be collected and reviewed in school, and high-quality examples, 
including well-crafted “super sentences,” will be acknowledged and celebrated. 

 

Aims 

 

At Kingsway Primary School, we recognise the fundamental importance of pupils having 

regular opportunities to practise the foundational skills of mathematics and English. For this 

to have a meaningful and sustained impact, it is essential that learning is supported at home 

by parents and carers. We are also mindful of potential barriers to home learning, including 

access to technology and the availability of a quiet space to work, and we seek to ensure that 

home learning expectations are inclusive, manageable, and accessible for all families. 

Practising the foundational skills of mathematics and English during home learning is essential 

for reinforcing what pupils have been taught in class and for building long-term confidence 

and fluency. Regular practice of key skills such as number facts, basic calculations, 

handwriting, spelling, and reading helps to embed learning in pupils’ memory and reduces 

cognitive load, allowing them to focus on more complex tasks in lessons. Home learning also 

provides valuable opportunities for pupils to work independently, develop positive study 

habits, and take responsibility for their learning. By strengthening these core skills outside the 
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classroom, pupils are better prepared to access the wider curriculum, make steady progress, 

and develop a secure foundation for future learning. 

 

English 

 

Reading  

Regular reading at home plays a vital role in supporting children’s academic progress and 

fostering a lifelong love of books. Frequent reading helps to develop vocabulary, 

comprehension, fluency, and general knowledge, all of which underpin success across the 

wider curriculum. It also strengthens concentration and imagination while building 

confidence and independence as learners. By reading regularly at home, children are better 

prepared to engage with learning in school and make sustained progress over time. Pupils will 

have access to a banded reading book and a richer reading for pleasure book.  

 

Pupils in Reception and KS1 are expected to read a minimum of four times per week for 10-

15 minutes, in Key Stage 2 pupils are expected to read for a minimum of four times per week 

for 15-25 minutes. This should be logged in the home school reading record. 

 

Phonics 

A weekly sound sheet and video will be sent on Class Dojo to embed the learning of new 

sounds, following the Essential Letters and Sounds phonics programme. It is expected that 

children will have access to this throughout the week. A termly ELS sheet will be sent home 

with targeted sounds for each child.  

 

Spelling 

From Year 2 – Year 6 a weekly spelling sheet will be sent home to practice current learning. 

This will contain 5 common exception words, 3-5 words from the current week’s focus (either 

the letter string in KS1 or the morpheme in KS2). A challenge will also be set to use these 

words in a sentence – written or orally in a discussion with an adult.  
 

Maths 

 

Regular practice of times tables is essential for developing fluency in mathematics, as it 

enables pupils to recall number facts quickly and accurately, supporting confidence and 

success in more complex calculations and problem-solving. As such pupils have access to 

Numbots and Times Table Rockstars (TTRS), their login details are available in their home 

school reading record. To embed the learning of times tables, it is expected that pupils will 

access Numbots (KS1) or TTRS (KS2) for a minimum of 10 minutes 3-4 times per week. 

Fluency in mathematics is crucial because it allows pupils to recall and apply key facts and 

methods efficiently, enabling them to focus on reasoning, problem-solving, and deeper 



conceptual understanding. To support with this, a sheet will be sent home with pupils weekly 

with 6 questions related to recent learning. This is to be returned the following week.  

 

Curriculum project 

 

As part of our curriculum home learning, pupils will be given a ‘long-term’ topic task to 

complete over the course of the half term, which will link to a curriculum area currently being 

studied in class. This is an independent study activity with no pressure or fixed expectations, 

designed to encourage creativity, curiosity, and personal interests. Pupils may choose to 

present their learning in a variety of ways, such as through design and technology projects, 

drawing or artwork, short speeches or presentations, models, or written pieces. The aim is to 

allow children to explore a topic in a way that suits their strengths and interests while 

developing independence and pride in their work. All completed tasks will be celebrated and 

showcased at the end of the half term to recognise effort, creativity, and learning. 

 

Oracy 

 

Oracy—the ability to express ideas clearly and listen thoughtfully—is a key element of our 

school’s approach to learning and is actively supported through home learning. Opportunities 

for pupils to talk, discuss, explain their thinking, and reflect on learning tasks at home help to 

deepen understanding and strengthen vocabulary and language skills. A weekly ‘dinner table 

discussion’ will be sent home on Class Dojo to act as a prompt for conversation at home. This 

discussion will be based on the weekly class oracy assembly, which will empower pupils with 

prior knowledge of the topic. By reinforcing oracy beyond the classroom, home learning 

supports pupils to participate more fully in lessons, ask questions, and articulate their ideas, 

laying strong foundations for reading, writing, and lifelong learning. 

 

Use of artificial intelligence (AI) 

 

Artificial intelligence (AI) tools are now widespread and easy to access. Staff, pupils and 
parents/carers may be familiar with generative chatbots such as ChatGPT and Google 
Bard. Kingsway Primary School recognises that AI has many uses to help pupils learn, but may 
also lend itself to cheating and plagiarism.  
 
Pupils may use AI tools as a research tool to help them find out about new topics and ideas. 
Pupils may not use AI tools: 

• During assessments 
• To write their home learning or class assignments, where AI-generated text is 

presented as their own work 



Summary of expectations 

 

Key Stage Maths Spelling Reading  Oracy Curriculum 

Reception   Phonics 
sounds 
 
Reading four 
times per 
week for 10 
– 15 minutes 

Dinner table 
discussions 
 
 

Half term 
project  

Key Stage 
1 

10 minutes 
of Numbots 
3-4 times 
per week  
 
6 weekly 
questions 

5 common 
exception 
words 
 
3 focus words 
 
Challenge 
sentences 

Phonics 
sounds 
 
Reading four 
times per 
week for 10 
– 15 minutes 

Dinner table 
discussions 
 
Spelling 
sentences  

Half term 
project 

Key Stage 
2 

10 minutes 
of TTRS 3-4 
times per 
week 
 
6 weekly 
questions 

5 common 
exception 
words 
 
3-5 focus 
words 
 
Challenge 
sentences 

Reading four 
times per 
week for 15-
25 minutes 

Dinner table 
discussions 
 
Spelling 
sentences  

Half term 
project 

 


