
Whole School Geography Curriculum 2026 

 

Year Knowledge Skills 
R Local Knowledge  

• Identify features of natural spaces and built up spaces within the school 
grounds/Kingsway  

• To know that school is in Kingsway and Kingsway is their local community.  

• To know that Kingsway is in Gloucester, which is in England/UK.  

• To know that the UK is a/our country. 

• To recognise and talk about weather types  
 
World knowledge  

• To know that the Earth is a sphere and it has land and sea. 

• Identify differences between hot and cold places. 

• Identify the features of a forest and beach/ocean. 

• To know that maps tell us where to find locations. 
 

Geographical Skills and Fieldwork   

• Use maps and globes identifying land and sea. 

• Use the language of North and South in relation to the Polar 
continents.  

• Use everyday language to talk about positions and distance to 
solve problems and describe relative position such as behind or 
next to. 

• Use the vocabulary of man-made and natural to describe 
different areas of the immediate area/school grounds.   

• Locate the UK on a map and Globe. 

• Use Google Earth to explore Kingsway from an aerial view.  

• Track and explore the weather using a range of resources. 

• Use maps, atlases and globes to explore other countries within 
the world. 

• Use maps, satellite photographs and Google Earth to compare 
contrasting environments – Polar region and grasslands/desert 
region. 

• Observe changes to the trees on the school grounds over time. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Experiences/provision: The children will also explore these (and other) skills through the experiences and provision. The provision is available throughout the 
school year though may be more prominent during particular themes. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



1A 
 
 

Where we go to school 

• Talk about our school and different places in its buildings and grounds. 

• Find features of my school grounds on an aerial photo. 

• Use photos to show important places around our school. 

• Identify and interview people who work in m school. 

• Use locational language to describe where things are. 

• Use geographical vocabulary to identify seasonal signs in the school 
grounds. 

Geographical Skills and Fieldwork   
 

• Use simple fieldwork and observational skills to study the geography of 
their school and its grounds and the key human and physical features 
of its surrounding environment. 

• Use simple compass directions (North, South, East and West) and 
locational and directional language [for example, near and far; left and 
right], to describe the location of features and routes on a map 

• Use aerial photographs and plan perspectives to recognise landmarks 
and basic human and physical features; devise a simple map; and use 
and construct basic symbols in a key 

 

1Sp Where we live 

• Find my home on an aerial photograph and a large-scale plan or map. 

• Talk about the area where you live and find some familiar features on an 
aerial photograph or large-scale plan. 

• Share my ideas about how I could investigate the local area and help plan 
fieldwork in the street outside your school. 

• Investigate the street outside my school and do some fieldwork to 
observe and record what is there. 

• Collect information to find out how pupils in my class get to school, and 
why they travel that way. 

• Make a map of my journey to school showing the buildings and places I 
pass on the route. 

Geographical Skills and Fieldwork   
 

• Use simple fieldwork and observational skills to study the key human 
and physical features of the school’s surrounding environment. 

• Use simple compass directions (North, South, East and West) and 
locational and directional language. 

• Use aerial photographs and plan perspectives to recognise landmarks 
and basic human and physical features; devise a simple map; and use 
and construct basic symbols in a key 

• Identify seasonal and daily weather patterns in the United Kingdom 
 
 
  

1Su 
 
 

Continents and Oceans 

• Use globes, satellite images and geographical vocabulary to describe the 
Earth. 

• Understand that a map is a 2D model of the world and I know what 
continents and oceans are. 

• Explain what an ocean is and name the Earth’s five oceans. 

• Explain what a river is and give some examples of different rivers in the 
world. 

• Explain what a mountain is and give some global examples of mountains 
and landmarks with the aid of maps and atlases. 

• Use atlases and maps to locate the UK in the world. 

• Identify hot and cold areas of the world in relation to the equator and 
poles.  

 

Geographical Skills and Fieldwork   
 

• Use world maps, atlases and globes to identify the United Kingdom and 
its countries, as well as the countries, continents and oceans studied at 
this key stage 



2A  The UK: What kind of Place is it? 

• Locate the UK on a globe and world map with key information.  

• Name, locate and identify characteristics of the four countries and capital cities of 
the United Kingdom and its surrounding seas. 

• Locate the UK’s capital cities and find out some information about cities. 

• Locate and name some of Scotland’s/England/Wales/Northern Ireland 
geographical features using atlases, maps, photographs and Google Earth. 

Geographical Skills and Fieldwork   
 

• Use simple compass directions (North, South, East and West) and 
locational and directional language [for example, near and far; left and 
right], to describe the location of features and routes on a map 

• Use world maps, atlases and globes to identify the United Kingdom and 
its countries, as well as the countries, continents and oceans studied at 
this key stage 

 

2Sp What is it like to live in Australia 

• Locate Australia on a map and describe some ways in which the UK and 
Australia are connected. 

• Locate Australia on a map and describe some ways in which Australia’s 
climate affects what this place is like.  

• I can use digital maps and aerial photographs to investigate a place in 
Australia 

• I can compare a small area of Australia with a small area of the UK.  
 

Geographical Skills and Fieldwork   
 

• Locate the 7 continents and the 5 oceans of the world. 

• Compare and contrast two different areas of the world. 

• Identify human and physical features of geographical regions of 
the UK. Select and use a range of resources to identify key 
physical and human features of a location 

• Use world maps, atlases and globes to identify the UK and its 
countries, as well as the countries, continents and oceans 
studies.  

• Use simple compass directions (North, South, West, East) and 
locational and directional language (near, far, left and right) 

• Apply directional and locational language to describe the 
location of features and routes on a map (to the north of, to the 
south of). 

• Use aerial photographs and plan perspectives to recognise 
landmarks and basic human and physical features. 

2Su Whatever the Weather! Seasons and Weather 
• Identify seasonal and daily weather patterns in the United Kingdom and the 

location of hot and cold areas of the world in relation to the Equator and the 
North and South Poles 

• Identify different types of weather from observations. 

• Use different equipment to measure and map the weather in the school 
grounds. 

• Explain Earth’s movement and how the Sun gives us night and day and the 
seasons. 

• I can think like a geographer in the school grounds to notice, locate and 
explore the signs of autumn/winter/spring/summer. 

Geographical Skills and Fieldwork   
 

• Locate the equator, and the North and South Poles 

• Locate hot and cold areas of the world in relation to the equator 
and the North and South Pole. 

 



• I can generate questions to ask a local resident about the weather and 
seasonal changes in Gloucester 

3A Settlements: Where do people live and why? 

• I can name and recognise the key features of villages, towns and cities. 

• I can locate and identify villages, towns and cities in atlases and on OS 
maps. 

• I can locate counties and cities of the UK. 

• I can describe and explain some of the reasons why settlements are 
established and grow. 

• I can use Old OS maps and photographs to identify some changes in my 
local area. 

• I can use OS maps to identify some reasons my local area grew.  

Geographical Skills and Fieldwork   
 

• Begin to use a wider range of maps (including OS maps) as well 
as atlases, globes and digital mapping to locate countries and 
capital cities of the UK, and the county of Gloucestershire, as 
well as some of the world’s other major countries and their 
capital cities.  

• Use maps, atlases and globes to locate countries and describe features 
studied.  

• Use the eight points of a compass   

3Sp The Water Cycle 
 

• Recognise, describe and sequence processes in the water cycle. 

• Describe how buildings collect rainwater and I can explain how water 
enters and leaves the buildings in many different ways. 

• Explain why water is essential for human life and I can identify some of 
the causes and consequences of people not being able to access water.  

• I can explain why there is a need to move water from place to place in the 
UK to meet demand and how this is done. 

• I can explain some reasons why we have to pay for clean water and offer 
opinions as to whether this is fair or not. 

• I can explain why water is a precious resource and identify some of the 
threats to its availability and distribution. 

• I can explain the importance of UN Global Goal 6: clean water and 
sanitation. 

Geographical Skills and Fieldwork   
 

• Use maps - symbols and key (including the use of Ordnance Survey 
maps) to build knowledge of the UK 

• Use fieldwork to observe, measure, record and present the human and 
physical features in the local area using a range of methods, including 
sketch maps, plans and graphs, and digital technologies.  

• Begin to work out simple distances by identifying the scale on 
maps and digital maps.  

3Su Rivers 

• Describe the key features of a river system and explain how rivers drain 
the land. 

• Describe processes happening in a river and landforms that they create. 

• Describe changes in a river and its landforms as it flows along its course. 

• Identify some causes and impacts of flooding and give recent examples. 

• Explain the short and long term impacts of flooding and describe ways 
that flooding can be reduced. 

Geographical Skills and Fieldwork   
 

• Continue to use a wider range of maps (including OS maps) as 
well as atlases, globes and digital mapping to locate the rivers, 
and the landmarks and land use that surrounds them.  

• Use the scale, compass direction and key on a map.  

• Use more complex keys (wider range of OS symbols and size of 
symbol for quantity).  



• Locate different rivers in the UK on a map and describe the features found 
along the River Severn.  

• Locate some of the world’s largest rivers and describe a journey down the 
Nile. 

• Begin to use contour lines to understand the height of the land 
on a map.  

• Begin to use the 8 points of a compass and 4 figure grid 
references when referring to places on a map.  

• Use maps, pictures, and aerial photographs with labels to explain 
your geographical observations.  

• Begin to evaluate own geographical observations and compare 
them with others.  

• Select relevant information from a variety of sources in order to 
make comparisons, and ask and answer geographical questions.  

 

4A What is it like to live in Northern Italy? 

• Locate northern Italy on a map and describe how far it is from where I live. 

• Use maps to identify key physical and human geographical features of 
Northern Italy. 

• Use different sources of information to investigate and compare different 
villages in northern Italy. 

• Use multiple sources of information to investigate what a town in 
northern Italy is like. 

• Reflect on what I have learned about northern Italy and compare this area 
with the region of the UK where I live. 

 

Geographical Skills and Fieldwork   
 

• Locate the equator, Tropic of Cancer, Tropic of Capricorn, Arctic 
Circle, Antarctic Circle, Northern and Southern Hemispheres, and 
recognise lines of latitude and longitude on a wide range of 
maps, atlases and globes. 

• Use the contents /index of an atlas.  

• Use the scale, compass direction and key on a map.  

• Use the 8 points of a compass and 4 figure grid references when 
referring to places on a map. Use them to follow and describe 
routes, as well as identify locations.  

• Draw a map from a description and compare to other maps 

• Use maps, digital maps, pictures, and aerial photographs with 
labels to explain your geographical observations.  

• Begin to evaluate own geographical observations and compare 
them with others. 

• Select relevant information from a variety of sources in order to 
make comparisons through time, and ask and answer 
geographical questions.  

• Recognise that geographical accuracy can vary depending on the 
source and begin to suggest reasons for this.  

4Sp Volcanoes and Earthquakes 

• Use geographical vocabulary to describe and explain how mountains are 
formed and shaped over time. 

• Recognise the key features of a volcano and can use geographical 
vocabulary to name and explain them. 

Geographical Skills and Fieldwork   
 

• Continue to use a wider range of maps (including OS maps at 
varying scales) as well as atlases, globes and digital mapping to 
locate human and physical features of geographical regions of 
Italy and the wider world. 



• Describe and explain the impact of volcanic eruptions on people and 
understand why some people choose to live near volcanoes. 

• Describe and explain the forces at work when volcanoes erupt, and how 
these may alter the landscape and environment. 

• Describe and explain what causes an earthquake. 

• Describe and explain how we measure earthquakes. 

• Describe and explain the location of major earthquake zones. 

• Describe and explain the causes and consequences of an earthquake in a 
given place. 

• Use the scale, compass direction and key on a map.  
• Work out simple distances by identifying the scale on maps and 

digital maps.  Use scales to estimate longer distances e.g. along a 
road/river.  

• Use more complex keys (wider range of OS symbols and size of 
symbol for quantity).  

• Use contour lines to understand the height of the land on a map.  

• Use the 8 points of a compass and 4 figure grid references when 
referring to places on a map. Use them to follow and describe 
routes, as well as identify locations.  

• Use maps, diagrams, digital maps, pictures, and aerial 
photographs with labels to explain your geographical 
observations.  

• Use key geographical terminology to demonstrate your 
knowledge – compass directions, distance, scale, symbols, 
population, features, landmarks, land use, urban, rural, and 
vocabulary specific to mountains, volcanoes and earthquakes.  

• Begin to evaluate own geographical observations and compare 
them with others 

• Select relevant information from a variety of sources in order to 
make comparisons, and ask and answer geographical questions.  

• Recognise that geographical accuracy can vary depending on the 
source and begin to suggest reasons for this.  

  

4Su Europe: How diverse are its landscapes and places 
 

• I can identify and describe the main human and physical features of the 
UK using atlases and maps. 

• I can explain different types of land use in the UK and I can use four figure 
grid references to identify different examples of land use on a 1:25000 
map. 

• I can use atlas, maps and globes to locate Europe, its countries and some 
of its largest settlements. 

• I can describe the climate of different countries in Europe. 

• I can locate a number of major cities in Europe and I understand why they 
are important. 

• I can use digital maps and atlas maps to identify and locate key physical 
geographical features of Europe. 

Geographical Skills and Fieldwork   
 

• Use a wider range of maps (including OS maps at varying scales) 
as well as atlases, globes and digital mapping to locate countries 
and capital cities of the UK, as well as other major cities in the 
UK, and the county of Gloucestershire, along with its surrounding 
counties.  

• Use the contents /index of an atlas.  

• Use the scale, compass direction and key on a map.  

• Use more complex keys (wider range of OS symbols and size of 
symbol for quantity).  

• Use contour lines to understand the height of the land on a map.  



 • Use the 8 points of a compass and 4 figure grid references when 
referring to places on a map. Use them to follow and describe 
routes, as well as identify locations.  

• Use maps, digital maps, pictures, and aerial photographs with 
labels to explain your geographical observations.  

• Recognise that geographical accuracy can vary depending on the 
source and begin to suggest reasons for this.  

5A North and South America 
 

• Locate selected countries in North and South America on a map, identify 
lines of latitude and longitude, and start to appreciate the size of these 
continents. 

• Use climate data to investigate and describe different climates in North 
and South America. 

• Describe the key features of the physical geography of North and South 
America, including a range of of landscapes and biomes. 

• Describe key features of the human geography of the Americas, including 
population distribution and major cities. 

• Describe economic activities in the Americas and make comparisons 
between countries. 

• Use research to design a trip covering six geographical highlights of North 
and South America. 

Geographical Skills and Fieldwork   
 

• Continue to use a wide range of maps (including OS maps at 
varying scales and thematic maps) as well as atlases, globes and 
digital mapping to locate countries of South America and 
Gloucestershire and describe features studied 

• Locate the equator, Tropic of Cancer, Tropic of Capricorn, Arctic 
Circle, Antarctic Circle, Northern and Southern Hemispheres, and 
recognise lines of latitude and longitude on a wide range of 
maps, atlases and globes, including the Prime Meridian 

• Use thematic maps to understand population density and 
climate of areas studied. 

• Draw to scale from given measurements/using observations and 
compare to other maps 

• Compare and evaluate maps with different scales, including 
digital maps. 

• Identify complex keys and symbols using mathematical concepts 
(e.g. size of symbol for quantity) when creating own maps. 

• Begin to use six-figure grid references to identify and describe 
locations 

•  

5Sp South America: why does the rainforest matter? 
 

• Explain what a rainforest is, describe the distribution of tropical and 
temperate rainforests, and make comparisons between these two 
rainforest types. 

• Locate the Amazon rainforest on a world map and describe some of its 
geographical characteristics. 

• Use geographical and scientific vocabulary to describe key features of the 
rainforest.  

Geographical Skills and Fieldwork   
 

• Use a wider range of maps (including OS maps at varying scales) 
as well as atlases, globes, other types of map that give different 
perspectives/show prejudice (e.g. Peters Projection) and digital 
mapping to locate countries and capital cities of the UK, as well 
as some of the world’s other major countries and their capital 
cities. 

• Use and compare digital maps, pictures, and aerial photographs 
with labels to explain your geographical observations.  



• List some tropical rainforest food products, describe the climatic 
conditions that are necessary to grow them, and explain how and why 
these produces are exported around the world. 

• Explain the many different uses of wood and describe locations where it is 
grown. 

• Compare different types of settlement and traditional lifestyles of 
indigenous people living in the Amazon rainforest (opportunities to 
compare with the Forest of Dean). 

• Explain factors which inform the deforestation debate and recognise that 
some people have more opportunity than others to influence decision 
making. 

• Evaluate own geographical observations and compare them with 
others. 

• Recognise that images that have been altered using digital 
technologies can affect the geographical accuracy and begin to 
explain the impact that this can have on findings. 

 
 

5Su Climate Zones, biomes and vegetation belts 

• Understand the position of the Earth in space in relation to the sun and 
how this affects climate. 

• Understand what the main climate zones are and describe where they are 
found. 

• Read information from climate graphs and identify patterns in data. 

• Understand and explain the difference between climate zones and 
biomes. 

• Understand how plants and animals have adapted to live in different 
biomes. 

• Describe what a vegetation belt is. 

• Recognise that sudden changes in climate have an effect on living things.  

• Understand how to prepare and carry out an interview. 

Geographical Skills and Fieldwork   
 

• Prepare and carry out an interview. 

• Use fieldwork to observe, measure, record and present the human and 
physical features in the local area using a range of methods, including 
sketch maps, plans and graphs, and digital technologies. 

6A Around the World in 80 days 

• Reflect on geography as a subject and discuss the value of learning 
geography.  

• Reflect on and discuss how geography helps us to understand the world 
and how it works. 

• Use maps and geographical skills to investigate the geography of the UK. 

• Use geographical knowledge, skills and data to investigate different places 
(focus on Europe). 

• Reflect on and discuss the landscapes, environment and physical features 
of North and South America. 

• Apply my knowledge and skills to explain some of the geographical 
differences between Asia and Antarctica. 

Geographical Skills and Fieldwork   
 

• Use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to locate 
countries and describe features studied. 

• Use Six-figure grid references, symbols and key (including the use of 
Ordnance Survey maps) to build their knowledge of the United 
Kingdom and the wider world 



• Describe some tourist destinations in Oceania and discuss positive and 
negative consequences of tourism. 

• List some of Africa’s natural resources and describe some of the 
consequences of mining cobalt. 

6Sp Global Trade 

• Investigate how we are linked to other people and places through global 
trade. 

• Use import and export data to investigate global trade in commodities and 
manufactured goods. 

• Name some natural resources and describe how they can be used. 

• Identify renewable and non-renewable energy sources and understand 
the difference between them. 

• Identify different sources of food, explain why food production is 
sometimes harmful to the planet and know what sustainable farming is. 

• Describe what economic minerals are and explain where they can be 
found and how we use them. 

• Explain how the choices we make can affect other people, places and 
environments, and reflect on my own opinions about ethical trade. 
 

Geographical Skills and Fieldwork   
 

• Continue to use a wide range of maps (including OS maps at 
varying scales and distribution/thematic maps) as well as atlases, 
globes and digital mapping to locate trade links and areas of 
natural resources 

• Locate the equator, Tropic of Cancer, Tropic of Capricorn, Arctic 
Circle, Antarctic Circle, Northern and Southern Hemispheres, and 
recognise lines of latitude and longitude on a wide range of 
maps, atlases and globes, including the Prime Meridian and 
different time zones. 

• Confidently use distribution/thematic maps to illustrate 
distribution of natural resources. 

• Design/draw distribution/thematic maps using a scale-bar.  

• Identify complex keys and symbols using mathematical concepts 
(e.g. size of symbol for quantity) when creating own maps. 

• Use six figure grid references to identify and describe locations 

• Use and compare digital maps and pictures to explain the 
distribution of natural resources. 

• Identify and describe geographical links (interconnections) 
between the range of places and processes studied. 

• Evaluate the impacts of trade links and the distribution of natural 
resources (energy, food, minerals and water) around the world, 
linking to idea of sustainability.   

 

6Su 
 

Local Area: what needs changing? 

• Use past and current sources of evidence to identify how I could 
investigate change in the locality. 

• Identify and adapt appropriate techniques to support a fieldwork enquiry. 

• Help plan a fieldwork visit and know how to keep myself safe. 

• Gather data and record it accurately through fieldwork. 

• Analyse, interpret and reflect on geographical data gathered through 
fieldwork. 

Geographical Skills and Fieldwork   
 

• Continue to use a wide range of maps (including OS maps at 
varying scales and distribution/thematic maps) as well as atlases, 
globes and digital mapping to locate Gloucester and the 
surrounding area. 

• Confidently use distribution/thematic maps to illustrate concepts 
such as population and climate. 



 

• Suggest and argue for preferred change in the local area using sources of 
evidence. 

• Use six figure grid references to identify and describe the 
location of Gloucester and Trier. 

• Use and compare digital maps and pictures to explain your 
geographical observations.  

• Compare and then carefully select images for a purpose (e.g. as 
evidence or to show reliability). 


