Osprey

Year 4 - Spring Term 2026

Welcome back —We hope you have had a lovely Christmas break and are feeling refreshed for the term
ahead. This term our focus is 'Watch Out, Mother Nature's About.’ This theme will see us exploring the won-
ders of the natural world, discovering volcanos and earthquakes, and their impact. You can read more about
this and the other learning we will be doing, in the attached overview. We are all looking forward to working
together and helping your child achieve their best.

Home Learning
Alongside regular reading, we encourage pupils to partici-

A pate in any other activities that are made available to sup-
port their learning journey. This may, for example, include
the l:ar'ﬁcipaﬁon ina Times Tables Rockstar challenge,
spelling activity or another study related opportunity.

Reading at home

If a child reads for 15 minutes a day, they could acquire up to 2 million new words in a year!
You could help us build your child's mind and soul by listening to them read and encouraging them to
read for at least 15 minutes a day. Please record this in their reading diary as this will be moni-
tored by the class teachers. ¢

Please note that the children are responsible for changing their own reading books when
finished. We encourage children to read a wide range of books and texts, and invite pu- &
E”S to use the school library, classroom book corners as well as the reading scheme /. ®

ooks in order to promote a love of reading.

What will you read with your child this year?
Share the experience through your child’s diary
Could you volunteer time to support reading at our school? - Contact your child's class teacher.

PE days

A PE is an important aspect of a healthy lifestyle and we aim for our pupils to lead active
| lifestyles to develop a healthy and happy mind and body. All children are required to
participate in 2 hours of PE each week. Children will need to attend school already
dressed in PE kit, as per the trial information we sent previously. As you will see from
the attached overview, children will be undertaking badminton lessons, as well as outdoor
adventure activities (OAA) in term 3. Then we will enjoy Forest School, as well as danc- Q
ing, in term 4. Please ensure your child has appropriate outdoor clothing and footwear
(including a waterproof coat) for the OAA and Forest School activities.

Badminton Thursday Thursday Some Key Dates
OAA (Outdoors) / Forest Sch Wednesday Wednesday
Wednesday 11th First Forest
T Feb School Day
Teacher contact details:
‘ | a Tuesday 10th Safer Internet
. Miss. K. Brown - Feb Day
kbrown@kingsway.gloucs.sch.uk Thursday 5th | World Book Day
e  Mr.S. Flower March
sflower@kingsway.gloucs.sch.uk Monday 9th | Glos Safeguard-
March ing ‘In The Net ’
Please contact us via email, phone (01452 881800), or Class Dojo show
- we will always be happy to help.
. x
Many thanks for your support and encouragement with your @K ngs )
child’s educational journey.
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Active (P.E.)

We will be making the most of the outdoor
space, keeping active at breaks and
lunchtimes.

We will also be map reading and orienteering
in the school grounds (Wednesdays), in
readiness for more outdoor adventure in
term four Forest School.

In addition, we will be being the best
badminton players and developing dance
routines (Thursday).

Can you name different shots in
badminton?

Healthy bodies support healthy minds.

In maths, our focus will be the development and
consolidation of number system knowledge (e.g., Place
Value), alongside the advance of calculation skills:

dividing, multiplying, subtracting and adding. We will also

continue building understanding of shapes — exploring
angles, specifically.

Problem solving will be at the centre of all our maths,
visualising and applying everything to real world
situations.

Times tables and mental maths will also continue to play
a vital part in the maths learning — as we prepare for the

Multiplication Times Tables Check, later this academic

year. '/
x
DO YOU KNOW ALL YOUR TABLES? % "
Will you compete on TTRS? +

Science

We will learn about states of matter: solids,
liquids and gases and discover how a volcano
explodes.

We will connect with our local environment as
scientists who explore and investigate pond life
and wild flowering orchards. Collecting evidence
and measuring data will give us an insight into
how scientists collate evidence to make
conclusions.

We will group animals into vertebrates and
invertebrates and explore the environment we
live in and love.

Do you know how matter can
alter its state?

2=
Music

We will study the work of the
talented Anna Clyne and we will
be singing songs in time in a
group and learning about gospel
and soul music. Later in the term
we will learn how to compose a
melody and add lyrics and
rhythm to our compositions
ready to create our own
performances.

Do you know the origins of
gospel and soul music?

We will of course keep going
with singing in our weekly
singing assembly, too —including
those Easter tunes.

er
Nature’s

Guidance

This document is intended to provide
pupils and parents with an overview of the
learning and experiences we plan to
undertake during the thirteen weeks of the
spring term, this year.

The term is packed with a great deal of
learning based around the central theme
of ‘Watch Out Mother Nature’s About,”
with a geographical focus.

‘Do you know what a volcano is?’

We look forward to working together with
everyone to develop knowledge and skills
and welcome your involvement — Look out
for more information through our Class
Dojo pages, as well as chances to join in.

If at any point you would like further
guidance on the learning or just want to
know what is happening next, then please
let one of the team know through Class
Dojo chats or our emails.

kbrown@kingsway.gloucs.sch.uk
sflower @kingsway.gloucs.sch.uk

ENGLISH

Pupils will explore an abundance of fictional
and non-fiction texts — visiting our class and
school library as much as we can; dropping
everything to read, too. Additionally, through
our guided reading activities, we will delve
into a wide variety of texts to develop our
comprehension skills.

Whole class texts: We'll be starting our spring
term with the text, Crook Haven, The School
for Thieves, by J.J. Arcanjo_before moving on
to explore the book The Boy at the Back of
the Class, by Onjali Q Rauf.

We will all be strengthening and
consolidating our spelling, grammar and
punctuation skills, as well as learning new
vocabulary and ensuring our handwriting is
the best it can be in all of our written work,

Finally, we hope to be
reasoning in teams, when
the pupils try out ‘Maths
Match.’

across all subjects.

= F_ G‘ Pupils will build upon their writing skills as we
write a variety of text types across the
autumn, including, poetry, narrative,

biographies, recounts and explanations.

Abo0 .

DO YOU KNOW THE KEY PUNCTUATION YOU
NEED TO SHOW IN YOUR WRITING WITHIN
KEY-STAGE-2?

dbodefph

m ART / DT

Getting creative with food ... we are on a mission to
make healthy pizzas, just like the most famous Italian
chef Gino Sorbillo. We will learn about preparing
techniques such as: peeling, chopping, slicing, grating,
mixing, spreading, kneading and baking! We will
consider foods that go well together and design and
make our own pizzas. We’ll also being endeavouring
to finish our roman purses.

In our art lessons we will discover nature in Art by
studying Andy Goldsworthy: sketching, sculpting and

D[;t

History/Geography

. ine
Computing
Pupils will continue to use in-house technology to
help them research, present and share their work,
using web and app-based resources — whilst
maintaining SMART principles to stay safe online,
with focussed learning on that approach, also.

As geographers, we will learn about what makes our
world so wonderful. Volcanoes and earthquakes will be
the theme for this term.

We will learn all about famous volcanic eruptions and
earthquakes — Tsunamis, too. Studying the earth’s core,
the movement of tectonic plates, will help us learn
about life in an earthquake zone. Using maps, pictures
and aerial photographs we will find out more about our

This term we will specifically be learning all about
creating audio and photo editing; how digital
images can be changed: recoloured, cloned and
combined.

Do you remember the Creation Story? What do Christians learn from
the Creation Story. We will explore this as we deepen our
understanding of responsibility to the World.

Additionally, we will keep one eye on Al, = &“ >
with its greater presence and as it is the

focus for Safer Internet Day, on the 10t of

February, this year.

How can it help us with our learning journey?

This term in PSHCE we will explore safety (with links to computing, amazing world.

too), how our bodies are changing and citizenship. Of course, we will
meet as a class, year group and school to consider our values and share
our ideas, thoughts and experiences, too.

Do you know the history of Pompeii?

o -
kA, - Give coding a go: https://code.org/learn
A

Asthma (First Aid) [

Privacy secrecy e

Consumer information

Tobacco

Growing Up — Recognising change Les fruits «

and introducing puberty R 2% ot

Human right . French l: ‘ \‘3/

Environmental responsibility -

Councils and communities We will develop our French speaking skills
by learning all about fruits and vegetables.

It's about the journ
not the destination]




